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Manse Musings

HAVE YOU ‘BOOKED’ A HOLIDAY?

Whether it's a Mills & Boone romance,
fast-paced spy thriller or a biography theres ‘;Y\“‘*-,.—-"::)
nothing like a good read. It can transport you ’\\{
into another realm, drawing you into the story: & —
your heart beating faster with the hero’s antics; a 4.
smile at a good anecdote; even a good belly
laugh from time to time!
In conversations recently when the question of holidays comes up
quite often I've heard, “We can't really afford to go away this year.”
Perhaps this is hardly surprising in these days of recession and ‘credit
crunch’. We may not be able physically to go abroad but a good book
can transport us to far off places, different cultures and foreign parts.

I CAN READ YOU LIKE A BOOK!
It can be so sad when we lose the art of communication and
conversation
I remember one couple, who used to sit in front of the ‘telly’ of an
evening and communicate in grunts. When the adverts came on he
would grunt and she would go out and make a cup of tea, or she
would grunt and he would pass the newspaper and so on. They'd lost
the art of real communication and the spark of life had gone. Sadly,
the day he retired, he committed suicide.
At the other end of the spectrum, ‘Young love’: It's a
known fact that when a couple are attracted to one
another they engage in a process called ‘mirroring’. When
she scratches her nose, he unconsciously does the same,
when he picks up his glass to drink, so does she. They
pick up the smallest signals and facial expressions,
“Darling, I can read you like a book!”

WHO ARE YOU READING?
It's been said that Christians read the Bible and the rest of the world
reads Christians. For good or ill our lives are an ‘open book’ to those
round about us.



Sometimes, when the subject of sharing our faith comes up, people
say, “I could never be an evangelist.” That may well be true, but
every one of us is a witness whether we know it or not!

There are some who may never quote a bible verse but by their caring
nature and concern for others are always betraying Christ by their
words and actions. Others, sadly, can make a show of coming to
Church, giving to charity, even preaching but their words and deeds
betray an arrogance and selfishness that is neither attractive nor much
like Jesus. Of course these are extremes, most of us are somewhere in
the middle. When people read our lives what are they reading? What
sort of witness are you?

WWJD i
Recently some Christians have been wearing
wristbands with the logo WWJD on them. It's a g
gentle reminder to watch your words and actions
and stands for What Would Jesus Do? Others have
Bible quotes and texts in their homes. This echoes a practice
encouraged in the Bible and still practiced by Orthodox Jews today of
wearing ‘phylacteries’ — little leather boxes containing Bible texts. It's a
good way of reminding ourselves that it's easy enough to behave in a
‘Christian’ way at Church on Sunday but we are being ‘read’ every day
of the week by others who know we are Church-goers!

INTO HIS LIKENESS

May you know the grace of God transforming you by his Spirit from
within through the daily process of becoming more like Jesus. That,
after all, is what discipleship is all about.

"For the Lord is the Spirit, and wherever the Spirit of the

Lord is, there /s freedom. ~ And the Lord - who is the Spirit -

makes us more and more like [Christ] as we are changed

into his glorious image.”

(1 Corinthians 3:17-18 NLT)

Sue joins me in sending best wishes to all,
Your friend and Pastor, Bill.



Growbag
1e name for our church social events, which are open
) anyone and everyone. Feel free to invite nonchurch
friends too. There will be no overt evangelism, just a
good time with others in the church family.

Barbecue

July 19th (Sunday 1pm)
42 South Road, Horndean, POS8 OER

Bring your food along after church
We'll cook it on the grill

You'd better bring a seat as well

If you don't like standing still.

If the children bring their swimsuits
Of the pool they'll have their fill.
Look forward to you joining us
Just turn up - we all will!

The event is better than the poetry, so come and join us for an
informal fun afternoon
(Cancellation if it rains will be announced in morning service or phone
after 1pm to check if going ahead.)

Contact details:

Sian / Ray Evans 9259 6990
Lynda / Toby Nel 9225 0206
Claire / Tim Shucksmith 9259 3782

Other Dates for 2009:

September 19th, 6.00pm  Harvest Barn Dance (WBC)

November 14th, 6.00pm Quiz Night /Fish'n’Chips  (WBC)

For more information phone one of the team above or e-mail:
growbag@waterloovillebaptist.org.uk
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Samaritan’s Purse Shoe-box Appeal
2009

Last year we filled 120 boxes and these were
sent to the children of Swaziland in time for
Christmas. This year our aim is to send many
more to wherever they are most needed.

First of all, “Thank you” to all the ladies who
are already winding Double-Knitting wool into small balls, or knitting it
into glove puppets, scarves, hats, purses, bags etc. - all brightly
coloured, or in stripes. If you have any patterns for
mittens for 2 to 8 year olds we could use them as
the one provided is for older children. If you would
like to join the happy band of knitters, please see
Diane or Derek - DK wool is provided by some who
can’t knit, so it’s a shared enterprise.

Secondly, “Thank you” goes to those who are

scanning the shops for suitable items to put into the boxes (if you
haven’t seen the suggestions leaflet, there are some in the entrances
at church). We have already received some lovely little “cuddlies”,
hair slides, toy cars etc. for the “communal” boxes.

Thirdly, if you plan to fill and cover your own box(es), please check the
list to ensure you buy a good variety - things to wear, things to use
(hygiene and educational items) and things to play with. Buying one
or two items a week makes this within most
people’s reach and saves a last minute panic!

British children have too much — but many of
the world’s children have NOTHING. Please
help to bring joy and the love of Christ into
their lives.

God bless you in all you are doing.
Diane and Derek (Cooper)




Mon 3 August - Fri 7 August 2009 : 9 30am - 12.00 noon
At Waterlooville Baptist Church, 368 London Road, Waterloville
PLUS End of Week Celebration on Sun 9 August,
followed by family picnic and games

Due to demand, places must be pre- booked:

Download a registration form from 1 June at:
www. waterloovillebaptist. org.uk




Leading Edge 2009 will be held 10-16 August atWerwick School, an
excellent, conveniently located and well equippedue with lots of facilities
for everyone on site and further afield.

Leading Edge seeks to offer a refreshing, fun at
inspiring holiday for all ages. People from arotine
UK - from three week old babies to those in thei
nineties — come together for a week, to worship,C
learn, play and simply have a great time. Many ccC

others come alone.

The theme this year is without walls, exploring how
our God is a God without walls, who's love stregcheyond all the many
barriers we can build and in turn, how we can 3esus' commission afresh,
to step outside and become communities ‘withoulsval

"The programme commences on the evening of Monday
10 August and finishes around noon on Sunday 16
August allowing time to travel home, ready for thos
who start back at work and school on the Monday.

& = 8 Each day features Bible Studies, Seminars and other
activities for all ages during the mornings withi€gations for everyone
aged from 8 years and up in the evenings.

A typical day at Leading Edge is:

08:30 - 09:15 | Communion | Open to all

09:30 - 12:30 | Seminars & Bible Studies | Prograsfor all ages
13:30 - 17:00 | Sports, Relaxation and other aas/i Open to all
19:15 - 21:15 | Celebrations | Programmes for evexyver 8
21:45 - 23:00 | AfterHours | Open to all

Thursday usually has no formal activities plannedrdy the day to allow
guests to relax and fellowship together
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BANANAS ﬂ

FOR FAIRTRADE
N\, /

The figures are in. After some frantic counting and
recounting, we now know that:

470,001

people went bananas for Fairtrade!

Thank you for being part of this momentous achievem ent.

Now you've gone bananas for Fairtrade, check out these other ways to
take action:

« Explore the get involved section of our website for more ways
to promote Fairtrade in your community, school or work place.

« Sign up to one of our newsletters to get all the latest news and
campaigns from the Fairtrade Foundation.

For more on how Fairtrade is helping transform the lives of thousands
of banana farmers and workers and why Fairtrade bananas are
needed now more than ever, read the Fairtrade Foundation's new
report Unpeeling the Banana Trade.

Thanks again for Going Bananas for Fairtrade! By choosing Fairtrade
you are helping change the lives of millions of farmers, workers and
their families in developing countries.

Make it Happen. Choose Fairtrade
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BMS World News
BMS Because you're worth it

world news Thoug_h we live in Sicil_y_, the mildly irritating

advertisement from British TV that tells us
we owe it to ourselves to colour our hair and
treat our wrinkles has caught up with us here on Italian TV. The
slogan doesn’t translate into Italian so the actress’s voice
suddenly switches into English and says that you need to use
this product “because you're worth it...”

y {.?- -
Sadly here in Sicily, some human life doesn’t #j, : }a
seem to be worth much at all. Just a few months ' ';E?
ago, two illegal immigrants from Ghana, who had . \%?&
attended the Italian lessons at another local Q a
church, died in their sleep.

They had inhaled toxic fumes from a faulty gas heater which
they had kept on all night to keep warm. Abdellah was 18 years
old and his friend Abu was 20. They had only recently been
granted permission to stay in Sicily. Awaiting permits, they were
working illegally for long hours each day, with little job security
and next to no wages. The two boys found themselves a cheap
place to rent in a house that was affordable only because it was
unfinished and without windows or doors. It had been built
illegally. In an effort to keep the cold out, the boys had sealed
themselves into their room by putting plastic bags over the
gaping window frames and doors and in so doing also sealed
their tragic fate.

It seems that these illegal immigrants are
made to feel that actually they’re not worth it.
Our mission is to raise awareness of these
abuses as we recognise that all people need
to be treated with respect and dignity. Most
of all we passionately believe that everyone
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needs to hear and experience the gospel of Jesus Christ — the
good news that God thinks we are worth it!

“Amazing things” through prayer

An evangelistic campaign and subsequent AT
prayer for healing have become major news in ,4": P %
the south-eastern area of Guinea where BMS 5454, ié

mission personnel Simon and Solange Wood [ F5
are working. P 2w
= ' hﬁ’f’#.’?

Simon reports, “l went to a five-day evangelistic
campaign in a village that is home to the
Catholic administrative and training centre for the east of
Guinea.” Catholicism here isn’t evangelical and generally results
in people hearing about Jesus but continuing in animism with
Catholicism as a part of that. Therefore the people are often
reached with Jesus though not completely with the gospel. “It
was brave of the evangelistic team to go there and the response
from the local people during the first few days was almost
negligible.”

Part of the outreach was to pray for those who wanted prayer.
As a result, two people experienced “amazing things”. A
12-year-old girl appeared to have learning difficulties and
frequent convulsions. The team met her in this state, prayed for
her and she stopped straight away. She has not had any further
convulsions, though Simon admits, it is “early days”.

The team also visited a man who had been bedridden for 20
years after having some kind of breakdown. He had literally done
nothing over that time. The team prayed for him and he can now
sit and stand. He has also started to give some emotional
responses like smiling. They cleaned him up and cut his hair. His
parents care for him and are delighted with the improvements in
his abilities. As a result, his brother came to the following
Sunday service.



Simon, from Chester, and
Solange, from Tubarao, in
the state of Santa
Catarina, Brazil, have
been in Guinea since
September 2008, working
alongside the Guinea
Evangelical Baptist
Church.

When words are not enough

Mid-term workers Micah and Chris
Leitch serve in Brazil. Micah is a retired
software engineer who is now involved
in maintaining the website for BMS’
pre-school programme, PEPE, and
Chris is a retired social worker, helping
the PEPE-Network to look at their child
protection processes and training.
Here they describe the difficulties of learning a new language.

After weeks of procrastination in the UK when we should have
been starting our language study, we arrive in Brazil knowing two
words — ‘obrigado’ (m) and ‘obrigada’ (f) — or is that one word?
The next word we learn is ‘desculpa’ — a necessity because we
are forever having to say “sorry!”

Armed with these two words, we head for the
supermarket. We cannot find the milk. Chris rifles
through the dictionary, corners a woman with two
kids and says, “l don’t like your dress and also you
smell”.

Chris has now found the location of the milk. We head for the
checkout. Avoiding those with the long queues we place our

10



trolley behind a couple of elderly gents who are not in a hurry.
After about ten minutes, we eventually reach the checkout, the
girl scans our items and we pass over our credit card. The girl
says something incomprehensible. The people in the queue
behind us smile. A conversation takes place in which not one
word is understood on either side.

Eventually we are made to understand that “cardo credito” are
not acceptable. “No worries, mate” | say. We pay by cash. We
can build up our depleted resources at the bank tomorrow.

The next day we arrive at the Banco Santander with our brand
new Santander Abbey card. The ATM does not want to play ball.
We try the information desk. The Santander Bank does not
accept the Santander credit card? Apparently not!

“Try the Banco Ahgahehseebehseh two blocks down the road, ”
says the man behind the information desk. We have not seen it
but head off full of hope — we see it! “Ahgah. Ehsee. Beh. She.”
HSBC. The World’s Bank. It is almost like home!

Food for thought

In Brussels not everyone lives on
chocolate. BMS worker Vivienne !
Hatton writes about an outreach project Rk
to those for whom even the most basic §
food is a luxury.

The Brussels Food Bank is a charitable
organisation, which helps those who
are in need. It receives food from
supermarkets, bakeries and other
producers, and passes this on to other
groups around the city to distribute.
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Brussels Baptist Church, which my husband Phillip and I lead,
has recently become one of its distribution centres. Our quota is
30 units, which includes people living alone to families of six or
seven. Currently about half the people are from outside the
church and came along in response to a publicity leaflet drop
around the neighbourhood.

In the last distribution, 105 people were helped. The recipients
come from a number of different countries — Angola, Brazil, D R
Congo, Cuba, Haiti, Romania and Rwanda, as well as Belgium.

The type of food varies enormously, so care needs to be taken
that everyone gets appropriate things. There are always meat
products but these need to be checked in order to avoid, for
example, giving pork-based products to a Muslim family.

Two people have already asked for Bibles — one in French and
one in Swahili (which of course we ‘happened’ to have!). Another
lady who lives a few doors away asked, “Is there a church
through there? Can anyone come?”

Obviously, the aim of the church is not only to offer practical help
to people in the neighbourhood but also to use this project as a
tool for outreach. We are looking at other ways of deepening the
relationship with these people.

Queuing for Baptism
8 Forty-nine baptisms have been
.= celebrated in Bangladesh, the direct
~ result of an evangelism programme led
*“! by the Bangladesh Baptist Church
Union (BBCS) and supported by BMS
" World Mission.

The baptisms took place at a single ceremony in Chappali,
north-west Bangladesh, amongst tribal people. These are mainly
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animist groups and the BBCS started church planting work there
in 1996.

Since then, 30 churches, with a total of 1,200 members, have
grown up around Chappai — all thanks to the work of God
through just eight BBCS church planters, financially supported
by BMS. The four ordained pastors and four trained evangelists
each look after several churches, as well as working at planting
new fellowships among the small villages of mainly subsistence
farmers.

Bangladesh is a primarily Muslim country, with a large minority of
Hindus and animists, and a smaller minority of Christians.
Because conversion to Christianity can often bring trouble and
varying degrees of persecution, even in animist communities,
baptism is seen as a strong witness to a genuinely changed life.
The spectacle of 49 people actually queuing to have their turn to
be baptised was therefore even more encouraging.

Before the service, Rev Milton Biswas, General Secretary of the
BBCS, prayed and told the assembled crowd that the Holy Spirit
had made him aware that some baptismal candidates were still
wearing ‘magical’ charms and amulets on their waists or wrists,
symbols of their former animist forms of worship. In a dramatic
gesture, he asked candidates to find any of their remaining
amulets and remove them. The amulets were then flung over a
nearby wall and the baptismal service began.

BMS disaster response

Afghanistan - £12,000 to help with drought and fami  ne relief.
One hundred farmers in north-west Afghanistan can look forward
to a better harvest this year, thanks to the drought-resistant seed
provided by BMS World Mission. The relief grant helped to fund
a project led by our partner organisation in the country, to assist
communities in a province of north-west Afghanistan, which is
repeatedly affected by severe drought.
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The grant provided ten tonnes of wheat seed to 50 farmers in
one valley and a further ten tonnes of seed to 50 farmers in a
neighbouring valley. According to initial monitoring reports, all
the seed was sown before the start of the winter snow. In areas
where there was irrigated land and seed was sown in good time,
there is already good root growth.

The project marks the start of a
three-year programme to monitor and
evaluate improvements in
drought-resistant seed and to train
farmers to manage seed stocks and
recycle seed loans within their
communities.

Gordon McBain, BMS Regional Secretary for the Middle East
and North Africa said, “From time to time you hear stories of how
a relatively small amount of money makes a massive difference
to the lives of those who are suffering. This is such an example.
Please pray that this work will continue to be a testimony to
practical ways that the love of Christ can be shown.”

Zimbabwe - £23,400 to help a food distribution prog  ramme.
The suffering of the Zimbabwean people caused by crippling
drought, economic collapse and political oppression has been
well-documented in the media. BMS has given money from its
relief appeal to help feed the most vulnerable — widows,
orphans, sick and disabled — in eight different communities.

The food distribution project took place over three months,
starting in October 2008; it was an emergency measure to feed
those who were literally starving. Altogether, 600 households
were helped in Matebeleland North, Matebeleland South and
Mashonaland. The staple food of mealie (or maize) meal and
cooking oil were handed out.
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Although it was the aim of the project to give relief to those in
most need ‘with no strings attached’, people have responded to
this demonstration of love and more are now coming to church.

A letter from the project contact says, “We appreciate all the help
we got from [BMS]. We are receiving letters which show
gratitude and appreciation for this work. We could not have done
it without you and the Lord.”

A further £15,000 has recently been given for hunger relief in
other Zimbabwean provinces.

India - £40,000 to help Christians in Orissa whose  houses,
churches and shops were damaged or destroyed by Hin du
nationalists.

Food, clothing, blankets, protective sheeting, cooking utensils
and school materials were provided for families who had had to
flee their villages and live in temporary relief camps or in forests
following the anti-Christian violence which raged for several
months. It is reported that over 100 churches and 4,000 houses
were destroyed and around 60 people died in the violence which
was sparked by the murder of a Hindu leader, Swami
Laxmanananda Saraswati.

Following the distribution of relief materials, people have been
able to gradually move back to their villages, rebuild their huts
for shelter and look for work.

Miracle mother

A series of miracles unfolded in front of
one of our workers in Tunisia. She is
involved in community work, including
working with single mothers.

“The story began in a hospital when a i
young, unmarried woman gave birth. Half s J* !
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an hour later, this woman, her baby and her mother had to flee
the hospital in fear of their lives. They had no money and had
received death threats; it would not have been safe to remain
inside. It is extremely ‘shaming’ to have an unmarried pregnant
daughter.

The miracles:

1 They managed to get on the train to the capital — a six-hour
journey away. When they arrived, they did not know where to
go. All they knew was the organisation we work with was
based there and would help them.

2 Amazingly a taxi driver took pity on them and gave them a
ride for free.

3 He also knew where our head office was and took them
there.

4 My husband was the only person at the office and was about
to leave. If the women had turned up a minute later, he would
not have been there.

We are in frequent contact with the single mothers’ safe house,
so booked the new mum and her baby in and delivered them
straight away. They are now safe. The young mum and her
mother are very close. It was very emotional as they said
goodbye and the mother was left to return to the south and face
the wrath of her husband and family.”

BMS World Mission
PO Box 49 129 Broadway Didcot Oxfordshire OX11 8XA

Tel: 01235 517700
Website: www.bmsworldmission.org

BMS

world mission
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Mobile phone vs. Bible
Ever wonder what would happen if we freated owur
Bible like we frreat our mobile phone?

What if we carried it around in our purses or pockets?
What if we flipped through if several fimes a day?
What if we furned back to fetch it if we forgot it?
What if we used it fo get messages from the fext?
What it we freafed if like we couldn't live without if?
What if we gave if fo Kkids as giffs?
What if we used if when we fravelled?
What if we used it in case of emergency?
Oh, and one more thing. Unlike our phone, we don't
have fo worry about our Bible being disconnected -
because Jesus pre-paid the bill.
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Creation

A visual account written by Jessica.
Age: 11 years.

Imagine being surrounded by nothing. You are in
total darkness. You have nothing at all. There’s no
light. No people. No animals. Then all of a sudden a hand reaches
down and in it is a sun. It shimmers and blinds you. All you can see is
a bright light. Just as you settle, your feet hit something hard. That
thing is land. You walk and feel this sensation. The grass is soft under
foot. You lie down and watch the sun seemingly disappear behind the
horizon. A new thing then comes up from the horizon. It is the moon.
You shut your eyes and sleep. When you wake up you see a bluey,
see-through liquid fall from the sky. It falls into dips in the land and
settles. You walk on. A sound startles you. You look and for miles
around you see animals of all kinds. You also see fish and birds. You
are amazed. Suddenly you see the hand pick up some mud and form
two shapes of a human. You can see the two people, but they can’t
see you. You see them being tempted. You try to stop them. It's no
use. You look on in torture as you see them commit the first sin.
Tears roll down your face as you see them leave the garden. Once
again you notice the good, but this time you see the bad too.

LR N N N T L N L N N N L N L N I N B R L N I

. Wol’'s Wise Wonrods

- not what’s left!
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Reqgular Church Activities

10.30am Morning worship and Junior Church
Second Sunday of month Family Service
Third Sunday of month includes Communion

2pm Football Kickabout (alternate weeks)
6.30pm Evening worship

First Sunday of month includes Communion
8pm Cornerstone alternate weeks

Prayer Groups
6.15pm Boys Brigade Anchors and Juniors
7.15pm Boys Brigade Company Section
7.45pm Singing for Health (alternate weeks)
9.30am Delta Divas
11.30am Chairobics Class
2.30pm Women's Fellowship
6pm Girls Brigade Explorers and Juniors
7.15pm Girls Brigade Seniors and Brigaders
8pm House group
10am Coffee Break :
12.30pm Lunch Club —r
1.30pm Alpha Plus \Q
7.30pm Craft Club
9.30am Art Therapy Group
10am Toddlers

First Thursday of month  7.30pm Members Meeting
Third Thursday of month 7.30pm  Thursday Group

Friday

First and third Friday of month 7.30pm Rock Solid
Second and fourth Friday of month  6.15pm Friday Kids

Most youth activities break for school

holidays.
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